Influence of collagenase on tip links in hair cells of the chick basilar papilla.
Chick basilar papillae were incubated in collagenase, using concentrations previously employed for the isolation of viable hair cells. When assessed by scanning electron microscopy, the hair bundles had a normal conformation, with no loss of tip links compared with control incubations. The results suggest that collagenase dose not destroy the integrity of structures on the apical surface of hair cells, and that tip links are not composed of collagen. The results are in agreement with the hypothesis that tip links are involved in mechanotransduction.